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RATIONALE 
 
All staff at the school – teachers, support staff, Learning Support Assistants – may sometimes have 
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Occasionally a student displaying emotional difficulties will need holding to calm or direct 
him/her.  Holding is a legitimate part of staff's repertoire of behaviour control and should not 
normally require recording.  However, should a child twist or slip, for example, whilst being 
held, and there is any possibility that holding has unwittingly contributed to a hurt, the 
member of staff concerned must record the event in the school Accident Log Book. 
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¶ holding a partner in dance and working with students in Dance/Theatre workshop; 
¶ developing the kinaesthetics required to work clay; 
¶ taking a pulse in Science; 
¶ working with students in Drama to demonstrate movement sequence / improvisation 

technique etc.; 
¶ to provide First Aid. 

 
All such activities are legitimate and staff will be supported in their proper use. 

 
Touch in these circumstances must: 
¶ have a justifiable point; 
¶ cease immediately if the child appears distressed or voices concern; 
¶ avoid breasts or genital areas; 
¶ not last longer than is necessary to fulfil its purpose. 

 
7. Treatment 
 

Routine treatments (such as physiotherapy) can involve regular, close and perhaps painful 
contact.  What is more, they may have to be carried out when the child is withdrawn from the 
classroom and other adults are not present.  Such treatments can only take place with the 
recorded advice of an appropriate medical professional and the agreement of parents/carers.  
Staff carrying out treatments according to these guidelines will be supported in their provision 




